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B-3215 - B-3218 1845-1850
917-935 S. Charles St. (East side)

Baltimore, Md.

Private access

This row of two story plus attic, two bay wide brick houses with gable
roofs is typical of the type of two story plus attic house built in large
numbers in this area of Federal Hill in the 1840's. The houses, which now
generally serve a mixed commercial/residential function, were built by George
Williamson and John S. Gittings, both active real estate developers in the area.
Most of the houses have recently had their facades altered to accomodate new

storefront designs.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This row of two story plus attic brick houses with gable roofs were built
as a unit along this side of Charles St. in the late 1830's. Most of the houses
had been covered with formstone but several are currently being restored and
the original facades exposed. Several of the houses have had, or are currently
in the process of having, their first floors converted into shop-fronts.

The houses are two and a half stories in height, 13' wide, and occupy lots
67' deep. The houses are two rooms deep and probably originally had one story
high, two bay deep rear additions. Today the additions have been altered or
replaced. 919 S. Charles St. has a one story, one bay deep frame addition;
921 has a two story, two bay deep brick addition; 923 has a one story, two bay
deep brick addition' 925 has the same basic addition with a modern, added four
bay deep extension; 927 has the original one story, two bay deep addition; and
929 has a long one story addition running back to the end of the lot. The houses
are constructed in common bond. 919 and 923 have been covered with formstone.
The low-pitched gable roofs have a simple, two-tier brick cornice that extends
continuously across the facades. Each house originally had a double rectangular
chimney located along the south side of both the front and rear gables. Most
of the rear gable chimneys survive but a number of the front roof chimneys are ==
gone. The rear additions do not currently have chimneys.

The houses originally all had flat wood lintels and sills on the door and
window openings. Today, these remain at 921 and 929 S. Charles St. At 919 and
923 the lintels and sills have been hidden by the formstone covering, and at
925 and 927 the original wood sills have been replaced by brick header sills in
the current restoration. The window openings at 919, 921, and 923 are filled
with 1/1 double hung sash; at 925, 927, and 929 the second floor windows are
filled with new 6/6 sash and the attic story windows with new 3/3 sash.

A number of the houses have had their first floors converted into store-fronts.
At 921 S. Charles St. a late Victorian glass and panel door, set beneath a single
light transom, is flanked by a wide plate glass shop window with two square glass
panels above it, set on a paneled wooden dado. The entire store-front area is
surmounted by a simple wooden cornice consisting a just a crown molding. 925 and
927 S. Charles are in the process of being restored and remodeled. The first
floor shop-front areas will have large expanses of plate glass windows. 929 S.
Charles has a modern six panel door set beneath a single light transom and an
added, first floor bay window with conical, shingled roof and multi-paned lights.
The entire first floor area of 929 has been re-faced with new brick and the area
capped by an applied wooden crown molding. The first floor area of 919 has been
changed also, with the door now placed at street level and the original window
replaced by a small, square window. The houses originally sat on high basements,
as evidenced by 923 S. Charles St., whose entrance is reached by six stone steps.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This row of houses, which originally included 917 S. Charles St. also, is
representative of a large group of such two story plus attic houses built in the
1840's and 1850's in the Federal Hill area to accomodate the growing labor force
centered around the Baltimore waterfront. Although showing possible stylistic
influcences from Greek Revival style buildings constructed in Baltimore in the 1820's
and 1830's (in the proportions of the attic windows and the chaste exterior details),
the outstanding feature of these houses is their extreme simplicity of design and
detailing. They are practical adaptations of a current mode of building, designed to
meet the need for efficient, low-cost housing for a growing working class community.
"he floor plan is essentially the same as that of the later two story with dormer

indows type of house, which generally preceded this type chronologically--the two
“"main floors having both a front and back room separated by an enclosed, narrow, and
tightly winding staircase. Both front and back rooms usually have fireplaces. The
kitchens were usually located in a rear addition. The increase in height of the
third story (from a dormer story to an attic story) allowed the third story to
be divided into two separate rooms, in place of the one open room usual with the
dormer-storied houses, thus providing welcome additional, private living space.

Because houses of this type were usually rented, a block of such houses was

often held by a single landlord, in most cases the builder or developer. This was

the case here, with George Williamson holding the lots (all except for two, which he
. leased in 1871) until his death, and his son, David B. Williamson, continuing to hold

the property until his death in 1904, at which time the houses finally left the family.

George W. Williamson, the builder of these houses, was the son of David Williamson
. who owned several blocks of property in this section of Federal Hill, acquired before
1800. David Williamson developed the block bounded by the South side of the unit
block of Montgomery St., the 800 block of S. Charles St., the unit block of Henrietta
St., and the 800 block of Light St. It was he who'laid out Williamson alley, now known
as Wheeling St.

Many of these houses have recently been renovated and converted from residences

to combination store-fronts/residences. They were originally only residences.
1Baltimore City Land Records, Liber RO 2098, Folio 209

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY L
STATE COUNTY -
[S1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
M.E. Havward / Historic Sites S Irveyor
ORGANIZATION DATE
Maryla i T r Brog., & Eeeleg 417G
STREET & NUMBER TELEFHONE
1745 Circle Ed
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Buxton Sk b b e
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PsS- 1108



e . T T T T

e UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR S e e
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(Pursuant to the Tax Relorm Act of 1976)

Instructions: Applicant should read the insi-uctions carefully before completing application No Certification may be made unless a compieted application 1o has
been received (P.L 94455) Use typawriter or print clearly in dark ink to complete the application form. It additional space is needed to compiete Part 1. use the re. erse
side or 2 separate plain sheet of paper cleerly indicaling the cwner's name and mailing address. Fan 1 of this application may be completed and sent 1o the zppropr-
ate State Hisioric Preservation Officer at any time during the year, and may be sen! separalely or with Parm 2
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Y. NAMEOF PROVPERYY . _ L o e S & R =~ [ ST AT S RS C A
025-927 South Charles Street

Address of property. Street iy s e e e L O S TN R o e =

i 2. L .
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Name of histong distnicl in which prope-iy 1s iocated _,P_‘?__d_eﬂl;. H_:.!'_l_l e i S iy L L SR LIS Ea b,
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. DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL APPEARANCE:
{see instructions for map and photograph requirements—use reverse side if necessary)

sSee reverse

3. STATENENT QF SIGRIFICANCE:
{use reverse side il necessary)

sSge revelrse

of construction (if knownrp‘pprox . 1820<40 HXOriginal ste  Z Moved Dzte of alterations (it known)

4, NAIVE AND MAILING ADDRESS OF OWNER:
David D. Arnold, Mark A. Shevland
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i 5901 Pontiac Street (o
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For office use only
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the distngt

The structure Cl appears ~ does not appear 10 meet Nationa! Register Criteria for Evaluation (36 CFR 80.8) and O will likely Z will not be nominated to the Natigna!
Register in accord with -2 Department of the Interior procedures (36 CFR 60)

The structure is located in a d:strict which J appears O does not appear to meet National Register Criteria for Evaluation (36 CFR 60.6). 2 will likely 3 will not be nomi-
nated to the National Register in accord with Depariment of the Interior procedures (36 CFRB0). and O appears T does not appear 1o contribute 1o the characier of said

district %%J pme € ~ 25~ 77 -

Signature 7 v ——- = .
State Historic Preservation Otficer

Trus properny has been evaluated according to the critenia and procedures set fortn by the Depariment of the Interior (36 CFR 67) and. if subject to cepreciation unaer
saction 167 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954

= Is hereby cemified a husiong structuce
o: 58S not contribule 10 the cha-acter of the historic district and does not menit cenficauon as a hisione stiruciure Reasons given on the attached sheet
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TE ANSWERS TO PART 1 E-3Q/6 “

2. Lescription: Fach building is a threce story brick structure with
cornice abecve first level. The ceiling of the first level is 14°'.
The interior space is approximately 2800 sguare feet in both buildingcs
comkbined. The huildincs are integrated from previous renovations.
They are jocined by a cormmon rear stairway for egress to 2nd level
apartments and by an opening in the first level commercial spaces.
The landscape is flat and is located 2.1/2 blocks
from the inner harbor and 2 blocks from the Cross Street Market.
Previous Alterations: 1) The first level floor
was lowered about 4' to street level approximately 50 years ago.
This folloved a virtually unanimous trend in the South Charles
Street Federal Hill area. 2) The interior space of the two buildincs
were integrated as stated above in the distant past. 3) A2 bhasement
was dug out under 925 in World Var II. 4) A 13' x 17' rear addition
was made to 925 first level just following World War II. 5) Two
second floor baths were added after interior plumbing became popular.
6) Approximately 40 years ago the first level exterior was remodeled
using metal facing and large picture windows. This feature has }zen
removed and replaced with a historical facade of appropriate era.
Other alterations over the long history of the
property have been made from time to time but little is known about
them. Above are considered the most significant and recent.

3. Significance: The particular buildings of subject are significant
structures when viewed as an element of the historical neighborhood
in which they are located. The structures are approximately 150 years
of age which predates the American Civil War. No known events or
personalities can be tied directly to the property yet many such
historical recollections can be made about Federal Fill and the
surrounding Inner Farbor area. Included as an attachment to this
statement are pages from a Federal Fill booklet which describes
significant historical events from early settlement into the 20th

century.
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919-929 S. Charles Street
Block 0918 Lots 010-015
Baltimore City

Baltimore East Quad.
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B-3216 919-929 S. Charles St.
M.E.H. 6/79

West elevation



